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Film Studies
Key Elements Knowledge Organiser

What is cinematography?

Shots:

project

Establishing shot - 2 shot usually involving a
distant framing that shows the spatialrelations
among the important figures, objects and setting

Ginematographyis the art of photography and camerawork in im-making. A cinematographer is
the man/woman responsible for the ighting / camera choices ina fim. They are accountable to
the DOP—Director of Photography—wno s in charge ofal the cinematographers working on the

Movements:

Pan - 2 camera movement with the camera body
turning to the right or left. On screen it produces
horizontal movements.

Practical extension - a camera movement in which

How to describe the cinematography in a film:

Close-up (& variations) - a framing in which the

scale of the object shown is relatively large; most

commonly a person’s head seen from the neck up,

or an object of 2 comparable size that fills most of
the screen.

Youshould be able to discuss the angle, shot, framing and movements of all camera
choices made as well as the lighting choices. Below is a correct example:

the camera is kept at an equal distance to the
subject

Crane - a change in framing accomplished by having

the camera above the ground & moving through

Eye level angle

Fmia shot

Medium shot -  framing in which the scale of the
object shown is between a close up and a long.
shot. On a person this would usually be from the
waist up.

Long shot - a framing in which the scale of the
‘object shown is small a standing figure would
appear nearly the height of the screen.

Identified Techniques:

Static o movement)
Centrally/tightly framed

Natural soft lighting

the air in any direction

Tilt-a camera movement with the camera body

swivelling upward or downward on a stationary

support. It produces a mobile framing that scans
the space vertically.

Tracking - a mobile framing that travels through
space forward, backward, or laterally.

Dolly - a camera support with wheels, used in
making tracking shots

Aerial shot - 2 moving shot from above looking
down

into a sentence:

How to turn your observation:

Point of view - a shot taken with the camera

placed approximately where the character's eyes

would be, showing what the character would see;

usually cut in before or after a shot of the charac-
ter looking.

“The cinematographer has used a static, eye level, mid shot that s tightly framed with
natural, soft lighting. This shot suggests / connotes / Is significant because.

Zoom/reverse z00m - a close up rapidly from a long.

shot to a close up, and vice versa. The mobile frame

doe not alter the aspects or positions of the objects
fimed

Steadicam -2 gyroscopically balanced body rig
patented by Steadicam which a camera can be

Lighting:

Two-shot -

wo figures within the frame.

“Hard" light - creates sharp shadows (Chiaroscuro/Low Key)

Angles:

“Soft” light - creates less of a contrast between light and dark. (High Key)

attached to generate smooth hand-held shots.

% | Hand-held - the use of the camera operator's body
t a5 2 camera support, either holding it by hand or

using a harness

Frontal lighting - eliminates shadows

High angle - shot from above making the subject
look poweriess

Side lighting - shadow from the side

Back lighting - silhouettes (or eliminates shadows when used with other

Low angle - shot from below making the subject
look powerful

lights)

Rule of Thirds - a photography technique used to help with
framing / composition of shots.

Under lighting - shadow from below

Eye level - shot from a neutral angle

Framing - the use of the edges of the film frame to select and
to compose what will be visible onscreen,

Top lighting - shadow from above

Centrally framed - the object i in the centre of the screen.

Canted angle / Dutch angle - off centre and
unbalanced

Three point lighting - key light, fill light and back light used to (lluminate the
subject to create depth.

Tightly framed - there is no/litle room around the object. It
s the screen.





