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Film Studies
Key Elements Knowledge Organiser

Setting - anywhere the film's action takes place.

What is mise-en-scéne?
is an expression used to descibe the design aspects o a theatre or ilm production, which
essentialy means “visual theme" or “elling a sory”—both n visually atful ways through
storyboarding, cinematography and stage design, and in postically arful ways through direction.
Itis lso commnly used to refer to multiple sngle scenes within the fim to represent the ilm
Mise-en-scéne has been called fim criticism's "grand undefined term”.

Describing mise-en-scéne:

Before breaking down the mise-en-scéne nto its
four categories, you should describe the overall
style of the mise-en-scene using adjectives. Below
are some ways you could describe a fim's

How to describe the mise-en-scéne of a film:
You should describe the overallstyle of mise-en-scene (using adjectives) and then identify the
settings / props / hair & make up / costumes used and the effect these have on character and
story.

Naturalistic - if described as naturalistic, the film's
mise-en-scéne would be realistic and relatable

Expressive - f described as expressive, the film's
mise-en-scéne would be theatrical and unrealistic,

Identified Techniques:

Props - anything movable or portable on a stage
or a set, distinct from the actors, scenery,
costumes, and electrical equipment.

Hair / Make up - the way a character is presented
physically.

Costume - a set of clothes in a style typical of a
particular country or historical period.

The mise-en-scene s expressive,

Setting: car garage

Props: car.
Hair / make up: stylised and retro,

Costume: vibrant jump suits

Simplistic - f described as simplistic, the film's mise
-en-scéne would be simple and ordinary

Cluttered - if described as cluttered, the film's mise-
en-scéne would be very busy with a [ot to take in.

Who is responsible for the mise-en-scéne?

I essence,averybody wha works on  im s, inpart,
responsibe for the ook of the fim.Below are: st of people
whohave 3 more explict visual e n fim making:

How to turn your observations into a sentence:

“The mise-en-scene in the dream sequence s expressive. The expressive mise-en-scene
helps to show how far Danny’s ideal vision is from his reallty. His costume—the only T-Bird
dressed in black—connotes his superiority as it juxtaposes with the simplistic white
setting.|

Key make-up arist - T ey ke st s he depatmrt ese

Location Sout - sz much of the sctual research footwcrk

and phatography to document ocation possibities. Oten the

location manager il do some scouting himsal,a well 33 the
assstant locaton manager.

Thinking Point: What you should ask about the mise-en-scane

Ina fiim you are

studying, how many How far does mise-en-scéne try to convey realism?

mise-en-scéne How do settings contribute to the themes and Issues a fim raises?

changes are made?
How do props contribute to character and/or narrative development

Mise-en-scénels in the fims youve studied;

Costume Designer - the costurme designer s responsileforall
the clothing and costumes worn by all

organiing the construction of the garmer
Colours, and sizes. The costume designer workscosely withthe
rector o understand and interpret “charactar’, and counsel
with the production dsigner to achievs an veral tone of the
i inarge productions,thecosture designer wil usually have
‘one or mora ssstant costume designars

pronounced mee-zon- How can costume and make-up convey character?

xz  sen ?? o o e s of i e schne el 0 generae st

Propmaker - th propmaker, a the name imlies,buics the
props tha are use forthefim. In US jradictions,propmakars
arecarpenters who build props and sets,and ae often
tachnicians skled in wood snd matabwork





