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Reprosontation:

Tootst

‘Gangster. Seen n s cloting and iolence. Gang eader. n postoning I frame
and i body anguage. Teenager. is cathing and 1 uso of the KNGlto music n
e BackqroUNGWAGN N 1088 18 STart 1o 1. Impoverished majorty.
Mise-en 3cena of s snack.

Thegang/  Gangsters. Clothing and body anguage.especialy I thel reatment and actions
criminals.  LOWAIS OThes. The e o (e KWAILD MUSIC 1 the backqround when ey 6.
screen.Toenagers Seen thiough use of mise-en-scene and sound. Lost]
orphaned chidren. T concreta LUbes and he ramatic Use o he AIDS st
Suggest hese peopie have o parens. Uneducated. They have no pans/future
andevery choce they make s crminal.
The people  Impoverlshed but esourcoful Soekles b, thevater pump, th colourul
ofthe . Shacks. uiram's mobies:allsymbas f peopiewno sutferwih impoverihed
township  conditons but people i show thei resourcefiness and creatiity.
The olice  Incompotent, T ooice ot manage o soe the crime o ind by David, thelr
‘odylanguage and facil expression show hat theyare confused and...
el eatment o sveryone asideffom the DUocs s very aggressie:
theyresort o ntimidation and aggression nstead o oeng abe ool i crme
h10Ugh competence. Post-Apartheld. n nauing poicemn who areoiack and
‘white the deaof Post-Agartheid South Afica and a move lowarcs equaly ks
seen However, Captain St st tkes crarge and ogers Sergeant 26ma around.
Pumlaand  Affluent. Cleary the Dubes e weloft.they e na arge, gted homeand drive
JohnDube  expensive, execuive cars. They ess viel and the mise-en-scene of el home s
ho complate pp0Sitaof how TS0t Nes oW and how e Ied n s amly Shack.
Mirlam  Single mother, st iram s the only sngle mother we seein the fim. shes
‘carly one of many n the township. Resourceful. She makes mobles andother
oS 0 Make maney shows how She can'ake U and trn it mto money o
elpnersel andher aty, Homemaker,nCont/as o TS0l homé, Mirams.
Snacklsbright,clean and warm-ul o Softwarm and igh-contrast ighting.
‘Thomesfissues.
Deconcy:  Key theme througnout-samecne havingfespect fo themslves and oters.
crime: Often seen s away of e o potentally away out of povrty: assirationsl
Famiy: Songsspratoal oy ol ne Db e een s famby-everyona s
Searchingloror onging oramiy
‘Responsibllty:  Many 0onottak esponsibily o e actos; when Tsos oes e changes and
BSCOmEa e ML S0 rA00nSIe.
Redemption:  Tsoti e toredeem hmslf by uttng ignt the thngshenas cone wong-trrels
5uggeston hatthersdong the same woud bebenefcia o themand oners.
apartheid:

sl ecsts especaly betwean he mgoverishedandafient seen
St

Estabishes charcte ocsto, toneand aprosartaton Tho st soanevses
he mise-an-soane t sstabish ha hese chaactas ar pooran ha ane of
thamvesin a shock.The pops ofth dce o elps o show how chractars
pass time, what ey doto sam money and hors same ofthe characters are
moreintligant than others. Wo then 0o the sk or township and the
olous of the rea as being aufewam bt ot cloan.As tho camera racks
tha gang we get 0560 the povery th eslience and th resourcellnessof
thapeopie who e thero.The xtscene s kay i stabiing hat Tt s
thacantal fure Inalong shot h s nthe cote of th aoup and hefams,
‘50 usking slightly shead of everyone. The sighl tightrshot of s fce.
Show hat e cthers n h gang a1 ou of focus behind - idicating hat
heyr ot s impactant. W ssosea Teoti' thing-a ethar scket and .
hondy'oms so0nwith gang Ao andcime. Finaly, ot wearsred
‘whichis 3 symiol of dange,SuggestingthatTts s notsomeonetobe
crossed.

Ther s  diferonce botween the syl of Tetsisshack and Miamis. Tsotss
shack shows rime and povery s dak, iy and forbaby David s
dangerous and not somanro b sho b it shack howover, s
righ, clsansnd the chidien there e s, The e of gt ey, Ttss
shack her s mirimal nturl ght, making th scane fedark and
nvelcoming I iais sheck the igh i bigh, warm ani much more even,
ittt th iy o dark rea o shadows. 1 rgresents ght and posiiy,
Soeninthe usa of the mobia made o broken glasshangingfomthecoing.
The mobil mad of ut s 3 ymbel of Tot's outookand sadness.

Tris scane shows what ssch of th gang mermbers ar ke, Aspslackof
‘ducatonis shownin him ying tohave aconversation wih Jon boct wine.
Fislacof understanding about wine shows s gnrance snd unfamilay
it the dink bacause b cannat sfordt and bcauss o oy crinks b &5
€Sl ol the ol dik svalblein o townshi.Butchers desofor
idnca can basoen'n i aggrssiv natr towards b Dube. Fialy,
oot change and path o redempion s soen i i et 1 ind tings for
by Davic.The murl o the Aficn unges signfcant, st highights an
e of a classio Afiosand  version of i chichood. Tsts'sugbringng.
was otk s and here s  big diferance between whar ho o up nd.
#is. s roomis clean, iy and wolooming.

The il scaneshovis how Tsosihas changed an becoma someone who.
s takan esponsibit o his sctions and ho warts o bo a beter person.
Tris s seenin s coting; i od gangste lthing has been replaced uith &
‘Wl st whic s 3 symbol of innocance,purty and o surtnder,whih s
whthe docs uith baby Davi. The v of ey ohts plces focus o
haractrsrathe han thesurouncing scenes, showing that e ploce and
Suroundings et nocessarly mporant f your scons are maaly conct.
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Knowledge Organiser

Instutional information

Director: Gan ood

Reloase: 17 March 2008 (UK

Productioncompany:  The UK Fim &.TV Producion Company Industial

‘Development Corporation of Souh Afica

Countryofproduction:  Seuth A, UK

starting: Presey Chweneyagas,Tory Phet, Mothus Magano, 2o,

Gonves: ime; crama toon drama; coming-of 2.

Other iformation: Wi Oscrfor Bt Forig Languege Fimof he Year. Adsed.

roma vl Aol Fugard

Charactors

Teotsk:  Protagonist: Showsthe most growth and eflects the themes the most
clealy.Runs away from homeafte h seft with s abusie ather due
tohis mother dying from an undefined disease (but heavly hinted at
being AIDS). A5 ayoung chid he ves with other homeless chidren
concretepipes. Thefim ocuses on him years aer 2 young adult
anda gang leader.now calledTsoti Aferbeing involved na murder
heaccidentallykidnaps a 3 month year ol baby:

Miriam:  wother 103 young chi, she s spotted by Tsotscollectng water froma
publictap. Shes foloed and hreatened by Tsotsiat gunpoint who
‘demands that she feed the idnapped child. Showsher kindness by
offering tolookafter the childwhen Tstsi iis for asecond . 5.2
‘surtogate mother for Tsot 100, and shows the theme of decency.

Boston:  Seenfiom the beginning of the fim asan outsider of the group. He s
analconolc asa way 10 cope with s Ife i the gang and e of crme.
5 called Teaches Boy, though was never actualy a teacher. Fights with
Teotsi ovr the murder of the man at the tart of thefilm and isanother
feasonfor Totsis change after hes beaten to near-deathiby the
protagonist.

Butcher:  Antagonlst:Has  violent nature which oftencreates ssues (o he

gang. s the one whokils the man on thetain. He seems to ejoy.
vilence and King-his it choice in any scene invoving rime seems
tobe 1o choose violenceand specifical Kilng.insome ways hels the
versionofTsotsi he cauld e f he were tonot change his Ways.

Koy Elements ofFilm Form (Micro elements)
Mise-en-scone: The townships red, orange and brown: the Cityis grey and lue.

Editing

Context:

"Facil oxpressions durng the murder scane give  dear ndication of
‘whateach character s ke and effectively seting p each personalty.
‘apart ffom fsaii s often shown away from the group o isoated in
‘Someway.Totsfs shackshows Miriams shack shows.
Varmiy the Dube’s shows wealin, the fain station shows cold
allenation and ack o personalty. achs created through colou,
props and the overallmise-en-scene. Costume alsoused as
‘Symbolism-ieather jacket, white shir e, a ey n conveying deas.

Close-ups of characters hands eaturo carly on tohelp stablish
e ddesiny vougnseof d Autence 20 placeavthin
the gang ihrough use o camera angles, shot sizos and hovermen:
e olymovementismotiatedythe gangs movemantat inetar
of the lm,a POV auring KS1.OTS shots o Fsasi et ight onveys
‘amiihin Mirams shack hope a5 the sun ises over e township.
and despairat night especialy when accompanied by ain Atone
ot T5o1si s hal it 5Ugaesting dualiy o s Charaeter and
persanalty.

‘The Kwalto’ music that bogins s they leaveprovides energy anda
‘modern o) a5 ahybrid between famila black Lrban music and an
Incigenious Souih Aftcan sound.ate,the aie dlegeti sounds are
‘Sccmpanied by music Which 5 he auiet caim of Aican wind

Insiruments, contrasting with the ‘Kwaitointhe opening sequence.

Flashbacks are used nthe fim as  narratie device butare fuly
edited ntothefim toprovide Geail Cross-cutiing s also sedina
umoer of scenes to explore theldea of fateand dualty suchas
TaoTstiooking a baby David andashing backo 5013 fooking athis
sickmathe fension s often conveyed through theediting. with pace:
‘manipulated to Gevelop reaction.

Vion 17 awards ncluing Academy Award. Nominated for BAFTAand Golden Gobe awards.

Setin Johanessburg South Afica The il of thefilm comes from uban slang which,
Toosaly transiatec eans thug:

Adaptedrom novelby Athol Fugard,a South Afrcan author and playwright.

‘The novel,sa nthe 19505 took pace atthe eightof aparthed.Thefim featuresa
contemporarysetting.

‘The huge problem with the AICS epidemicis lso (biefly)explored.
‘Expores the disparty between wealth/poverty & how thislnks o crme.

‘The soundirackfeatures Kvaito music performed by popular South Afcanartst 20 who.
o starsin thefm.




