
English: 
How to support revision at home.



English Literature:

There have 
been 

changes to 
the GCSE in 

light of 
COVID.

Power 
and 

conflict

LotF / 
AIC

Macbeth



Knowledge Before you even begin an exam, 
you need to know the material 
that will be tested.

• This is the stuff you have absolute control of 
before walking into an exam hall.

• This is also the stuff that you may end up not 
using all of – it depends on given questions. 
That’s the way it is. 

• 20 minute chunks of knowledge 
- Evidence/quotations

- Analysis of evidence  both 
language, structure and form

- Contextual knowledge

- Events in the text 

- The writer’s surname



English Literature (knowledge revision):



Front - YOU Back - Tester

Birling: as if we were all mixed up together like bees 
in a hive – community and all that nonsenseACT 1
We + community  we initially positioned to show Birling 
family comes before everyone else

Separation of dash B distances himself from others

Simile connotations of workers, production of the greater 
good with hives  one for all; all for one

All that nonsense  flippant and disparaging tone, shows 
socialist views are seen as illogical and insane to B

Blank out words in quotes
Repeat quotes 
Hold flash cards up and hear the reverse



Application For your Literature (and Language) you 
will be marked on your ability to apply 
your knowledge to a question.

It is responsive; however, by applying 
your knowledge lots of times to 
different situations, you will become 
more skilled at it.

- Answering a question

- Planning and selecting 
relevant knowledge 

- Academic writing style

- Writing in timed 
conditions



English Literature (application revision):

• Planning essay responses
• Timed writing 
• Draft introductions/overviews
• Prepare ‘mini’ analysis of key quotes / 

structural features  only three sentences



English Language:



English Language - Reading:

• Practise speed reading of unseen articles/short 
stories + verbally say what it is about

• Timed example responses
• Read through past papers and the mark scheme 

to see patterns and expectations (see exercise 
books)

• Re-draft earlier responses in light of mark 
scheme 



English Language - Writing:

• Plan stories based on titles/ images / plan non-
fiction tasks

• Timed responses
• Spelling tests
• Plan extended metaphors/semantic fields 
• Revise key techniques and sentences structures
• RE-read and unpick model writing in exercise books



- Revision booklets (see website + Edulink)
- Lecture notes
- Revision session materials – sign up 

when on
- Knowledge Organisers / Study Books
- Past papers and questions
- Revision guides  not just reading, but 

re-writing, using as a testing device, draw 
together revision guide and exercise 
books to create a new one etc. 

- Seneca / Massolit

Edulink and exercise books:



How revise for maths 



Exam layout

• 3 papers 1 non-calculator, 2 calculator.

• Students have been emailed a list of topics. They will have 
been told whether they are sitting Higher or Foundation for 
the November mocks.

• Tiers of entry finalised after the February mocks.
• Foundation (1 – 5)

• Higher (4 – 9) with a safety net at grade 3.

• Students equally likely to achieve a grade 5 at either level. 



What should they revise?

All students have been 
emailed a RAG rating topic 
list.

The corresponding Hegarty 
videos and clips numbers 
are also shown.

Give the topic a go or look 
up last percentage score 
and move from red to 
green.



There is a new revise 
tab available on 
Hegartymaths.

Click on Memri.

This takes all of the 
quizzes that students 
have done so far and 
gives them a quiz on a 
variety of tasks. 

Retrieval quizzes



Complete past exam questions

•Past exam papers will be emailed out from the 
department via Edulink.

•https://www.onmaths.com/– electronic exam style 
questions that live marks.

•https://drfrostmaths.com/browse.php - search for 
past exam questions for a specific topic.

•Do not do these under test conditions, use them for 
exam technique.

https://www.onmaths.com/
https://drfrostmaths.com/browse.php


Learn all formula
Areas of common 2D shapes including 
circles.

Pythagoras and Trigonometry 
formulae.

Volumes of common 3D shapes, 
including cylinders.

Quadratic formula.

Formula that students are not 
expected to learn are given with the 
question for which it is needed.  



Know your equipment

• Know how to use your calculator effectively. It 
can:
• Change time from hours/mins to decimal.
• Convert between fractions and decimals.
• Show a number as the product of primes.
• Draw a table of values for you to plot a graph.

• Know how to use your compass to draw arcs 
and circles.

• Know how to draw and measure degrees with 
your protractor. 



Learn your maths facts and key words

• Learn conversion of units.

•Multiplication tables.

• Learn the vocabulary.

• Learn the command words 
used in the exam.

•Use revision cards/ 
knowledge organiser



Things to avoid
• Revision guides – highlighting and reading 

are not enough. Only useful when used in 
conjunction with a workbook.

• Only doing topics you can already do.

• Being too tired – Not getting enough sleep 
can drop a student by a whole grade.

• Not answering a question because you 
can’t finish it.

• Cramming – Little an often is the best 
thing to do. Try Corbett maths 5 a day. 
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/


AQA GCSE Science Courses



GCSE Science - Course

• Triple Science students gain 3 GCSE’s – Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. 

• Double Award Science (Trilogy) students gain 2 GCSE’s 

• We hope to finish both courses by February half term – giving plenty 
of time for revision



Science Assessment

The assessment of GCSE Science is based on exams for 6 exams – 2 each for 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics

• Double Award (Trilogy)  exams are 1 hour 15 minutes each

• Triple Science exams are 1 hour 45 minutes each

• There is NO Controlled Assessment but there will be questions on Required 
Practicals



Mock Exams

• The November Mock exams will be Paper 1 exams (3 papers)

• The March Mock exams will be Paper 2 exams (3 papers)

• Trilogy students will have 3 papers each of  1 hour 15 minutes

• Triple science students will have 3 papers each of 1 hour 45 minutes



Top 5 Tips:
How to prepare for the mock exams
1. Identify the areas of the course you need to focus on now

2. Use the Science Knowledge Organisers

3. Test, Test, Test – Student/student, Parent/student (low stakes 
though)

4. Get plenty of Exam Question practice

5. Know the Required Practicals for each Science subject



1. Identify the areas of the course you need 
to focus on now



2. Science Knowledge Organisers



Why use Knowledge Organisers?

AO1

• Factual recall questions – 40% of each GCSE exam.

• 40% - % of marks required for grade 5 Biology (HT) 2019

• 40% - % of marks required for grade 3-3 in Combined Science (FT) 
2019



There is a Knowledge Organiser for 
each topic you study in Science



Choose your Level

3 levels of organisers depending on your MEG/TAG

• Grade 1-3

• Grade 4-6

• Grade 7-9



How to get the most out of your Knowledge 
Organisers
• Reading them is NOT enough!



Use Active Revision Techniques

• Remind yourself over and over

• "Look, Cover, Write, Check“

• Remembering labelled diagrams

• Make summaries of the information e.g. "mind maps" or spider diagrams

• Make your own "Flash Cards" 

• Practice on real exam questions 

• Be clear about what you're expected to know 

• Identify your strong and weak areas

• Test each other – or parents to test students



Some examples 



root 
hair

absorb water 
and minerals 

from soil

hair like projections to increase the 
surface area

xylem
carry water 

and minerals 

TRANSPIRATION - dead cells
cell walls toughened by lignin

flows in one direction 

phloem
carry glucose

TRANSLOCATION  - living cells cells 
have end plates with holes

flows in both directions

AQA 
Cell Structure

Eukaryotes complex 
organisms

animal 
cell

Prokaryotes simpler 
organismsplant cell

contains all the parts of animal cells plus extras

PREFIXES

Prefix Multiple Standard form

centi (cm) 1 cm = 0.01 m x 10 -2

milli (mm) 1 mm = 0.001 m x 10 -3

micro (𝛍m) 1 𝛍m = 0.000 001 m x 10 -6

nano (nm) 1nm = 0.000 000 001 m x 10 -9
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Cell differentiation how a cell changes and becomes specialised
Undifferentiated call are called STEM cells

animal cell differentiation plant cell differentiation

Bacterial cells are much smaller than plant and animal cells 

cytoplasm
site of chemical 

reactions in the cell
gel like substance containing 

enzymes to catalyse the reactions

nucleus
contains genetic 

material
controls the activities of the cell

and codes fro proteins

cell membrane
semi permeable controls the movement of 

substances in and out of the cell

ribosome
site of protein 

synthesis
mRNA is translated to an amino 

acid chain

mitochondrion
site of respiration where energy is released for the 

cell to function

permanent 
vacuole

contains cell sap keeps cell turgid, contains 
sugars and salts in solution

cell wall made of cellulose
supports and strengthens the 

cell

chloroplast
site of 

photosynthesis
contains chlorophyll, absorbs 

light energy

all stages of life cycle the 
stem cells are grouped 
together in meristems

nerve
carry 

electrical 
signals

long branched connections and 
insulating sheath

sperm fertilise an 
egg

streamlined with a long tail 
acrosome containing enzymes 
large number of mitochondria

muscle
contract to 

allow 
movement

contains a large number of 
mitochondria

long

early stages of 
development

only for repair and 
replacement 

cell 
membrane

site of chemical 
reactions in the 

cell

gel like substance containing 
enzymes to catalyse the 

reactions

bacterial 
DNA

not in nucleus 
floats in the 
cytoplasm

controls the function of the cell

cell wall
NOT made of 

cellulose
supports and strengthens the 

cell

plasmid small rings of DNA contain additional genes

cytoplasm semi permeable
controls the movement of 

substances in and out of the cell

Feature Light (optical) 
microscope

Electron microscope

Radiation used Light rays Electron beams

Max magnification ~ 1500 times ~ 2 000 000 times

Resolution 200nm 0.2nm

Size of microscope Small and portable Very large and not portable

Cost ~£100 for a school one Several £100,000 to £1 million plus

Microscopy

real	size	of	the	object	A

magnification	M =			size	of	image	I

eyepiece	lens

focusing	wheel

light	source

objective	lens

stage



absorb water 
and minerals 

from soil

hair like projections to increase the 
surface area

carry water 
and minerals 

TRANSPIRATION - dead cells
cell walls toughened by lignin

flows in one direction 

carry glucose
TRANSLOCATION  - living cells cells 

have end plates with holes
flows in both directions

AQA 
Cell Structure

Eukaryotes complex 
organisms Prokaryotes simpler 

organisms

contains all the parts of animal cells plus extras

PREFIXES

Prefix Multiple Standard form

1 cm = 0.01 m x 10 -2

1 mm = 0.001 m x 10 -3

1 𝛍m = 0.000 001 m x 10 -6

1nm = 0.000 000 001 m x 10 -9
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Cell differentiation 

animal cell differentiation plant cell differentiation

Bacterial cells are much smaller than plant and animal cells 

site of chemical 
reactions in the cell

gel like substance containing 
enzymes to catalyse the reactions

contains genetic 
material

controls the activities of the cell
and codes fro proteins

semi permeable controls the movement of 
substances in and out of the cell

site of protein 
synthesis

mRNA is translated to an amino 
acid chain

site of respiration where energy is released for the 
cell to function

contains cell sap keeps cell turgid, contains 
sugars and salts in solution

made of cellulose
supports and strengthens the 

cell

site of 
photosynthesis

contains chlorophyll, absorbs 
light energy

all stages of life cycle the 
stem cells are grouped 
together in meristems

carry 
electrical 
signals

long branched connections and 
insulating sheath

fertilise an 
egg

streamlined with a long tail 
acrosome containing enzymes 
large number of mitochondria

contract to 
allow 

movement

contains a large number of 
mitochondria

long

early stages of 
development

only for repair and 
replacement 

site of chemical 
reactions in the 

cell

gel like substance containing 
enzymes to catalyse the 

reactions

not in nucleus 
floats in the 
cytoplasm

controls the function of the cell

NOT made of 
cellulose

supports and strengthens the 
cell

small rings of DNA contain additional genes

semi permeable
controls the movement of 

substances in and out of the cell

Feature Light (optical) 
microscope

Electron microscope

Light rays Electron beams

~ 1500 times ~ 2 000 000 times

200nm 0.2nm

Small and portable Very large and not portable

~£100 for a school one Several £100,000 to £1 million plus

Microscopy



absorb water 
and minerals 

from soil

hair like projections to increase the 
surface area

carry water 
and minerals 

TRANSPIRATION - dead cells
cell walls toughened by lignin

flows in one direction 

carry glucose
TRANSLOCATION  - living cells cells 

have end plates with holes
flows in both directions

AQA 
Cell Structure

Eukaryotes complex 
organisms Prokaryotes simpler 

organisms

contains all the parts of animal cells plus extras

PREFIXES

Prefix Multiple Standard form

x 10 -2

x 10 -3

x 10 -6

x 10 -9
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Cell differentiation 

Bacterial cells are much smaller than plant and animal cells 

gel like substance containing 
enzymes to catalyse the reactions

controls the activities of the cell
and codes fro proteins

controls the movement of 
substances in and out of the cell

mRNA is translated to an amino 
acid chain

where energy is released for the 
cell to function

keeps cell turgid, contains 
sugars and salts in solution

supports and strengthens the 
cell

contains chlorophyll, absorbs 
light energy

all stages of life cycle the 
stem cells are grouped 
together in meristems

carry 
electrical 
signals

long branched connections and 
insulating sheath

fertilise an 
egg

streamlined with a long tail 
acrosome containing enzymes 
large number of mitochondria

contract to 
allow 

movement

contains a large number of 
mitochondria

long

early stages of 
development

only for repair and 
replacement 

gel like substance containing 
enzymes to catalyse the 

reactions

controls the function of the cell

supports and strengthens the 
cell

contain additional genes

controls the movement of 
substances in and out of the cell

Feature Light (optical) 
microscope

Electron microscope

Light rays Electron beams

~ 1500 times ~ 2 000 000 times

200nm 0.2nm

Small and portable Very large and not portable

~£100 for a school one Several £100,000 to £1 million plus

Microscopy



absorb water 
and minerals 

from soil

carry water 
and minerals 

carry glucose

AQA 
Cell Structure

Eukaryotes complex 
organisms Prokaryotes simpler 

organisms

contains all the parts of animal cells plus extras

PREFIXES

Prefix Multiple Standard form
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Cell differentiation 

Bacterial cells are much smaller than plant and animal cells 

Feature Light (optical) 
microscope

Electron microscope

Microscopy



Remembering labeled diagrams



3. Test, Test, Test (low stakes!)

• Most of our students like using flashcards.

• Try using the ones we have provided to test the students on their 
knowledge.

• Do this is small chunks – 10 minutes at  time and have a bit of fun or a 
reward for getting the questions correct!

• Also - Use the Knowledge Organisers to test the students – we will!



Examples of Flashcards: Biology













4.Get plenty of Exam Question 
practice

• Open the folder ‘Kerboodle Topic Tests’. For each topic studied there 
are exam type questions for you to try. Print these out and try one 
under exam conditions. 

• Look at the mark scheme and see what you got right and where you 
went wrong.

• Re-draft your answer by adding in the information that you missed 
out.

• Do this in a different colour pen so it stands out



4.Get plenty of Exam Question 
practice

• Try the past papers from the AQA exam board site



5. Know the Required Practicals for each Science 
subject

• Questions on Required practicals make up 15% of each exam so you 
need to know them really well.

• A great YouTube site is ‘free science lessons’. 





And Finally...

• You get what you deserve!

• A few marks extra can change a grade

• Let’s work together to ensure that the results in 2020 are our best 
ever.



Knowledge Organisers

Learning

1. Encoding

2. Storage

3. Retrieval



Knowledge Organisers

• Spacing out revision: average mark of 74%

• Cramming: average mark of 49%

Why use (blank) KOs?

• Dunning-Kruger effect



root 
hair

absorb water 
and minerals 

from soil

hair like projections to increase the 
surface area

xylem
carry water 

and minerals 

TRANSPIRATION - dead cells
cell walls toughened by lignin

flows in one direction 

phloem
carry glucose

TRANSLOCATION  - living cells cells 
have end plates with holes

flows in both directions

AQA 
Cell Structure

Eukaryotes complex 
organisms

animal 
cell

Prokaryotes simpler 
organismsplant cell

contains all the parts of animal cells plus extras

PREFIXES

Prefix Multiple Standard form

centi (cm) 1 cm = 0.01 m x 10 -2

milli (mm) 1 mm = 0.001 m x 10 -3

micro (𝛍m) 1 𝛍m = 0.000 001 m x 10 -6

nano (nm) 1nm = 0.000 000 001 m x 10 -9
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Cell differentiation how a cell changes and becomes specialised
Undifferentiated call are called STEM cells

animal cell differentiation plant cell differentiation

Bacterial cells are much smaller than plant and animal cells 

cytoplasm
site of chemical 

reactions in the cell
gel like substance containing 

enzymes to catalyse the reactions

nucleus
contains genetic 

material
controls the activities of the cell

and codes fro proteins

cell membrane
semi permeable controls the movement of 

substances in and out of the cell

ribosome
site of protein 

synthesis
mRNA is translated to an amino 

acid chain

mitochondrion
site of respiration where energy is released for the 

cell to function

permanent 
vacuole

contains cell sap keeps cell turgid, contains 
sugars and salts in solution

cell wall made of cellulose
supports and strengthens the 

cell

chloroplast
site of 

photosynthesis
contains chlorophyll, absorbs 

light energy

all stages of life cycle the 
stem cells are grouped 
together in meristems

nerve
carry 

electrical 
signals

long branched connections and 
insulating sheath

sperm fertilise an 
egg

streamlined with a long tail 
acrosome containing enzymes 
large number of mitochondria

muscle
contract to 

allow 
movement

contains a large number of 
mitochondria

long

early stages of 
development

only for repair and 
replacement 

cell 
membrane

site of chemical 
reactions in the 

cell

gel like substance containing 
enzymes to catalyse the 

reactions

bacterial 
DNA

not in nucleus 
floats in the 
cytoplasm

controls the function of the cell

cell wall
NOT made of 

cellulose
supports and strengthens the 

cell

plasmid small rings of DNA contain additional genes

cytoplasm semi permeable
controls the movement of 

substances in and out of the cell

Feature Light (optical) 
microscope

Electron microscope

Radiation used Light rays Electron beams

Max magnification ~ 1500 times ~ 2 000 000 times

Resolution 200nm 0.2nm

Size of microscope Small and portable Very large and not portable

Cost ~£100 for a school one Several £100,000 to £1 million plus

Microscopy

real	size	of	the	object	A

magnification	M =			size	of	image	I

eyepiece	lens

focusing	wheel

light	source

objective	lens

stage



absorb water 
and minerals 

from soil

carry water 
and minerals 

carry glucose

AQA 
Cell Structure

Eukaryotes complex 
organisms Prokaryotes simpler 

organisms

contains all the parts of animal cells plus extras

PREFIXES

Prefix Multiple Standard form
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Cell differentiation 

Bacterial cells are much smaller than plant and animal cells 

Feature Light (optical) 
microscope

Electron microscope

Microscopy



Knowledge Organisers

The Testing Effect

• Students who had one study session followed by retrieval practice did 30% better than 
those who did two sessions of reading

• The longer you need to remember information, the more powerful the Testing Effect is. 

• Students rated re-reading as being more effective but students who mainly used retrieval
remembered over 50% more.

• Students did 12% better if they read the words out loud.



Knowledge Organisers

Stress

Students who revised using retrieval practice out-performed the students who re-read notes 
by 17-26%

Stress impairs memory because the increased cortisol blocks pathways near the 
hippocampus (part of the brain largely responsible for memory)

BUT
Retrieval offers a solution: generating an answer cretaes numerous and clear routes to 
accessing this information in our brain


