
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Religious literacy is the knowledge of, and ability to understand, religion, beliefs, practices, spiritual insights and secular world views. It plays an 
important part in preparing young people for life in modern Britain. Its importance is increasing as globalisation has created greater links and migration 
between societies of different faiths and cultures. Someone who is religiously literate is able to talk with fluency and understanding about religion and 
belief. The intent of the KS3 Religious Studies curriculum is that students will:  
  

 Develop religious literacy  

 Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of the principal world religions and worldviews represented in the United Kingdom  

 Develop an understanding of the influence of the beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures   

 Develop attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own  

 Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious issues, with reference to the principal religions and world views 
represented locally and in the United Kingdom  

 

 

How does the KS3 curriculum build on that from KS2? 

Students are introduced to the six main world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism) and humanism in varying depth at 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. The Key Stage 3 curriculum ensures that students develop their knowledge and understanding of these religions and secular 
beliefs, focusing on key beliefs and sources of authority, so that by the end of Year 7, all students have the same core knowledge and understanding. 

 

What do students do with their acquired knowledge and skills? 

Students use their understanding of religious beliefs and secular worldviews to explore how they influence people’s behaviour and the way in which they 
address the ‘Big Questions,’ such as creation and the afterlife. Students compare different religious practices and how they can shape the lives of 
individuals, communities, societies and cultures. Additionally, students make reasoned and informed judgements about religious issues and religious and 
non-religious responses to the ‘Big Questions.’  
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How does the curriculum align to and go beyond the National Curriculum? 
Our curriculum follows the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Themes and “Big Questions” that students will examine throughout Key Stage 3 


