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summary 

Reasons to choose Music 
 If you: 

 already play an instrument or sing, you can develop your skills further 
and get a GCSE out of something you enjoy!  

 don’t already play an instrument or sing, you can take the opportunity 
to learn new skills which could stay with you for life.  

 already enjoy writing your own music or songs, you can use this ability 
and experience towards your GCSE.  

 you are a creative person who wants to learn to make music, this 
course will give you that chance. 

 love listening to music, and can spot all the details, sing every riff and 
“air-drum” every beat you have already developed some of the 
abilities you need.  

 
The course includes performing on your own and in a group. This could be in 
any style, on any instrument or voice, including DJ skills, rapping, singing, 
band and orchestral instruments. Exploring how great pieces of music were 
put together, then when you have learnt some of the techniques, composing 
your own music. This could involve using computer software, writing for a 
specific purpose, writing songs etc. Listening to a variety of music and 
learning how to identify the facts about what you hear. You will already have 
heard about the elements of music in your Key Stage 3 lessons. At GCSE you 
focus on how these are used for different purposes. The GCSE Music course 
has three components: Performing, Composing and Appraising (Listening). 
 

What will 
students 
learn? 
 

Year 9 
content 

In Year 9 we build skills from Year 7 and 8 which will lead to 
success in GCSE. This means:  

 developing your skills as a performer and musician 

 learning how to use the music studio and software to 
record others and your own performances and 
compositions. 

 Opportunities beyond the classroom to participate and 
engage in the creative industries 

 Focussing on the areas of study Conventions of pop, 1950’s 
to modern day and film Music 

 
 

Year 10 
content 

In Year 10 we build on skills from Year 9 which will lead to 
success in GCSE. This means:  

 building a portfolio of performances and developing your 
skills to a higher level and with an even greater degree of 
fluency, communication and expression. 

 building a portfolio of compositions and completing your 
first composition to be submitted. 

 Focussing on the areas of study Rhythms of the world (ones 
we have already studied like Samba and new areas such as 
Bhangra) and The Concerto through time (building on 
earlier orchestra knowledge) 



 

  

Year 11 
content 

In Year 11 we build on skills from Year 10 which will lead to 
success in GCSE. This means: 

 students will record final performances 

 compose a second composition to a brief given by the 
exam board. 

 Students will prepare for a listening exam that they sit in 
May/June and for which they will prepare by re-visiting all 
the areas of study and learning specific exam techniques.  

How will 
students be 
assessed? 

 
Students submit recordings of their performances and compositions which 
constitute 60% of their total mark. The listening exam is 40%. 
 


